In August of 2011, celebrating the International Year of Chemistry, the forthcoming ICBIC15 will be hosted in Vancouver, playing an important role in convening the biggest crowd ever to discuss the topic of metal ions in biological sciences. Under the auspices of SBIC, complex problems in this field will be discussed in a unique multidisciplinary way that is of worldwide interest. As an example, our colleagues from Spain are carrying out a number of initiatives in this research area in 2011 and extending to 2012. The Bioinorganic Spanish Group met recently in Aguilas (Murcia), and by the end of the year Barcelona will host the 11th International Symposium in Applied Bioinorganic Chemistry (ISABC). In addition, Granada will organize the EUROBIC11 next year, and the 40th International Conference in Coordination Chemistry (ICCC) will be held in Valencia in 2012. The visibility of these activities has important consequences for make the community come alive, attracting new members.
Also, the ability to teach students interested in metal in biology is more and more necessary in order to increase the implementation of this expertise in the private sector and to garner the interest and recognition of the general public and opinion makers/media about our community's ongoing contributions to science. The SBIC (through its members) performs a crucial service, and we must be increasingly inventive in terms of launching new programs and activities for training as well as diffusing knowledge and competencies in bioinorganic chemistry related sciences.
We hope to see you all in Vancouver.
